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President’s Message –

During the winter and spring months, AAUW members from across the Commonwealth have two planned opportunities to meet one another, have topical discussions, listen to others’ viewpoints and perhaps make plans for change.  The first of these meetings is Lobby Day at the General Assembly. On that day, our members meet with members of the League of Women Voters as well. The day is well-organized and informative.  Check the website for the Women’s Legislative Roundtable session at : http://virginia.va.lwvnet.org/calendar.html. If you decide to attend Lobby Day, contact (our own) Laura Wimmer at lwimmeraauw@aol.com
The second meeting is several months away. Save the Date for the AAUW State Conference held April 20-22. Our Branch will be organizing a Basket Raffle for the last day of Convention. Baskets are prepared by Branches, or individual  members, and are sold through a Silent Auction. Proceeds will benefit AAUW Funds.  Our Branch will prepare one basket to contribute: think about a creative theme and let someone on the Board know. Better still; decide to chair this project for the group!

The GRAAUW Financial Report is included in this newsletter. Let me clarify some misinformation that I have communicated to members this year: by law or tax regulations, the Branch does not have to spend the monies accumulated in the Vanguard investment account. However, we can spend money to support an activity that gives support to the AAUW mission. For instance, at the November meeting, a group of us held an informative meeting studying and discussing the recent Sexual Harassment research study funded by AAUW. If our branch should decide to hold a program for the public about the research, the accumulated funds could be used for that purpose. So, I do continue to encourage members to think about what we could do for the good of women and girls beyond our membership. And, if you have an idea, suggest we take a Study leading to Action response.

I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on Saturday the 21st at the Glen Allen Library.

Marsha Carter

Program Notes
Our January meeting will feature Anne Hedgepeth, Governmental Relations Manager at the National AAUW office.  She manages the AAUW Action Fund Capitol Hill Lobby Corps program,  in addition to handling government relations for AAUW on issues ranging from work/life balance and family friendly workplaces to higher education, career and technical education, workforce training and welfare.  Through her advocacy work, Anne has established relationships with key congressional offices, coalition partners, and AAUW grassroots.   She will speak to us about pay equity, an issues that continues to resound with all our members.   The meeting will be held on Saturday, January 21st at 10:30 am at the Glen Allen Library, 10501 Staples 

Mill Rd. in Meeting Room GL (80).


The February meeting will be held at 7:30 the evening of Tuesday the 21st at St. Matthias Church.  Kristin Kirchen will speak on the Rosenwald Schools Initiative.  Kirchen has been the Architectural Historian for the Capital Region Preservation Office of the Department of Historic Resources since 2007.   She has a Master’s degree in Public History from the University of North Carolina, Greensboro and a Bachelor’s in Anthropology from the College of William and Mary.


Finally, I want to thank you all for your contributions to the Kates Foundation. A Kates Foundation volunteer received the contributions and delivered them to the prison.




         Gay Olsen




         Program

Book Group

The February meeting offers members a choice between reading T E Lawrence’s original memoir, The Seven Pillars of Wisdom, or his abridged version published 5 years later, Revolt in the Desert.     The meeting will take place Thursday, January 19, at the home of Gay Olsen, 10821 Hinshaw Drive, Midlothian.   DeAnn Lineberry will lead the discussion.

In February, the book will be Song of Solomon, by Toni Morrison, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1993.  Morrison is acclaimed for the epic power of her books, and an unerring ear for dialogue, along with the poetically-charged and richly expressive depictions of Black America.  DeAnn Lineberry will host the meeting on February 16.                                                                                                             
Gourmet Group

February Gourmet will meet in two groups: one at the home of Glen and Maggie King, 8208 Ammonett Road, Richmond, and the other at the home of Dale and Marcia Phillips, 8671 Trabue Road, Bon Air.  The theme is Hungarian and Czech food, arising from the Kings’ trip to Eastern Europe last year.  

In March, the group will meet at the home of Ed and Carol Mazur.  Theme for this dinner is sea food.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer’s Report for the month of December is as follows:

INCOME

Wells Fargo    

Balance Forward

 $5,661.05


EXPENSES

Educational Foundation
      450.00

Balance Forward 12/31/11  $5,211.05

INCOME

Vanguard

Balance Forward 6/30/11     $8,740.68

Dividend Income

     64.52

Change in value

 (825.07)

Balance Forward 9/30/11       $7980.13



      

Karen Gray 

Treasurer

GRAAUW Birthdays

January 

            19       Virginia Provence 

21
Lois Hofstra

February
4 Marilyn Escalera

9 Marian Siegla

23        Lila Williams
Please wish these members a happy birthday.  I will be sending them cards on behalf of the Branch.




Marian Siegla

Funds Chair Report

After another successful Wine Tasting fundraiser in November, we now turn our attention to choosing a candidate for our local scholarship.  This year, we will be able to award our honoree $1500.  Kathy Kelley and I need volunteers on our committee to help us find a worthy student.  Please call (794-9541) or email (Lois.hofstra@comcast.net) me. If you would like to volunteer.


In addition to the $1500 already sent to National earlier this year, we have forwarded an additional $500 to the AAUW Fund, giving us four named gifts this year.  We will select our Branch honorees in the next months.


AAUW has been awarded a four star rating from Charity Navigator, the premier charity evaluator in the country.  Receiving four out of four possible stars earns an “exceptional” designation, and indicates that AAUW consistently executes its mission in a fiscally responsible way.  




Lois Hofstra 




Funds Chair

She Said it Best

Point to ponder this election season:
When people ask me why I am running as woman, I always answer, "What choice do I have?"

 Pat Schroeder, veteran Colorado congresswoman who coined the term, 
"Teflon-coated presidency," also known as Mom.

From   Untamed Tongues:  Wild Words from Wild Women by Autumn Stephens
GRAAUW BRANCH CALENDAR

January 19
Book Group, Discussion of The Seven Pillars of Wisdom, or Revolt in the Desert, both by T E Lawrence, home of Gay Olsen, 10821 Hinshaw Drive, Midlothian, 7:30 pm

January 21
Branch Meeting, Pay Equity Issues presented by Anne Hedgepeth, Government Relations Manager of AAUW, at Glen Allen Library, 10501 Staples Mill Road, Glen Allen, 10:30 am

February 1
Lobby Day at the Virginia General Assembly, partnering with VA League of Women Voters, 7th Floor West Conference Room, General Assembly Building, Round table begins at 8:30 am

February 4
Gourmet Dinner, at the homes of Glen and Maggie King, 8208 Ammonett Drive, Richmond, or Dale and Marcia Phillips, 8671 Trabue Road, Bon Air.  

February 7
GRAAUW Board meeting, home of Marsha Carter, 5111 Evelyn Byrd Road, Richmond, 7:30

February 16
Book Group, Discussion of Song of Solomon, by Toni Morrison, DeAnn Lineberry hosting.

February 21
Branch meeting, Rosenwald School Project, Kristen Kirchen presenting, at St. Matthias Church, 10300 Huguenot Road, Midlothian, 7:30 pm

April 20-22
VA AAUW State Conference, Newport News
