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 September-October Newsletter    Volume 1, Number 1

President’s Message –


I hope that everyone has had a refreshing and relaxing summer and is looking forward to the upcoming year.  

Your GRAAUW Board has been hard at work this summer. With two full Board meetings, one Program meeting and a Finance Committee meeting, we have prepared well for the 2011-12 year. You can see the results of the planning throughout this newsletter and on our website.

The focus of this month’s President’s Message is a financial opportunity:  as the Finance Committee reviewed our Branch budget with the Board, we learned that Greater Richmond AAUW has accumulated funds that we need to consider thoughtfully before we designate. Richmond AAUW brought a Vanguard account of approximately $8000 to GRAAUW. In addition there is approximately $2500 (beyond the needs of our budget) in our operating account, which represent monies unspent from the last several years. 

On behalf of the Board, I propose that at monthly meetings throughout the year, members put suggestions in writing about how we can put this money to use. (Suggestions might be focused on scholarship funds, or taking action in response to a monthly program’s topic, or funding a branch project.)  At the end of the year, all the ideas will be presented and explained, and we will take a vote on which idea(s) to support. Gay Olsen will provide the Suggestion Box and the forms for you to complete with your ideas.   This is a rare opportunity for our branch to make a real impact.  Please make some time to think and suggest how to extend the influence of AAUW into the community.

I am looking forward to seeing you at our first meeting of the year, on September 20, at 7:30 at St. Matthias Church on Huguenot Road.  








Marsha Carter

From the Editor

This program year, we are returning to a hard copy newsletter in addition to the more expansive website to communicate with and among branch members.  We will publish and mail out newsletters in September, November, January, March, and May.  Newsletter articles will be brief and will focus on the present and next months’ information.  Full year schedules and lengthier information will be on the websites.  Usually, the newsletter will be mailed in the week following the Board meeting prior to the monthly Branch meeting.  

A new feature for the newsletter will be our:  Willing to Drive?  Need a Ride?  Column.  If you are willing to pick up members to attend branch meetings, or if you need a ride to attend the meeting, please let me know.  You can contact me by e mail at marcia_phillips@verizon.net or by phone at 320-5180.  I will print the names of drivers and riders in the next newsletter to be published in November, but if you wish to participate in  September and October, I will serve as a go-between for those who would like the service. Register with me now!

The newsletter needs a name that represents our new branch.   Send any suggestions to me at the above contacts, and we will select the best choice before our next publication.

And, as always, let me know your thoughts and wishes for making the newsletter better.





Marcia Phillips
Program Notes
The first meeting of our program year will be held on Tuesday, September 20 at 7:30 pm, in the fellowship hall at St. Matthias Church, 10300 West Huguenot Road, Midlothian 231113.

Following the direction provided by the Branch survey last spring, our first meeting will focus on Life Long Learning.  Monica Hughes, Executive Director of the Lifelong Learning Institute in Chesterfield (LLI) will be our speaker.  The Institute is co-sponsored by the Chesterfield County Public School System, Chesterfield County government and the Virginia Center on Aging.  As the LLI’s primary resource, Hughes is responsible for managing the operation, developing course curricula and events, recruiting faculty, and coordinating the volunteers.  Come learn about this excellent resource for lifelong learning!


Our October meeting will feature Janet Aardema, co-owner with Dan Gagnon, of Broadfork Farm located in Moseley, in southern Chesterfield County.  Her talk will focus on organic farming and local markets. The meeting will be on Tuesday, October 18 at 7:30 pm at St. Mathias Church.  


Aardema has a biology undergraduate degree and a master’s degree in education.  Their website notes that the two love “putting our biology backgrounds to use in a farm setting and share a passion for farm education. Helping to find a place for agriculture in mainstream education is on our short list of things to do."  And as a special note, she received an AAUW scholarship while in high school.








Gay Olsen

Membership News

Please welcome our latest member: Sharon Davis.  A long-time member of our branch, Sharon, and her husband Chris, has returned to the area from Connecticut.  Sharon holds a BA in communications from Western Connecticut University and an MA in Applied Psychology from Fairfield University.  You can contact Sharon at 3366.  We’re glad to have you back, Sharon!! 

Reminder: A number of last year's members have not paid their 2011-2012 dues. If you still owe dues, please send a check for $68 made out to Greater Richmond AAUW to Karen Gray at: 3405 Ridgemere Dr., Richmond, VA 23233-7505. If you are not sure whether you have paid your dues or not, please contact Nancy Berger at: noberger@aol.com.

If you prefer, you can pay your dues by credit card on line through Member Center- Member Services Database.  









Nancy Berger

Finance Notes

Our annual dues’ amount breaks down as follows:

Association   $49

State               $8

Branch          $11

Total             $68
If you wish to make additional tax deductible donations to AAUW Funds, please make a separate check payable to one or more AAUW Funds and note the fund # in the memo section of your check.  

AAUW Funds (general support where most needed)                               #9100

Legal Advocacy Fund                  #3999

Fellowships (designate American or International)                               #4336

Research and Project Grants        #9170

Eleanor Roosevelt Fund              #9170

Eleanor Roosevelt Public Policy  #4337

Leadership Programs                   #4339

Please mail all checks to Karen Gray, Treasurer, 3405 Ridgemere Dr., Richmond VA 23233.           



     Karen Gray

Book Group


The next Book Group meeting will be held on September 15th at the home of Catherine Luckey, 2 Hill Point Court, Richmond.  Catherine will lead the discussion of The Help, by Katherine Stockett.  Call her at 784-1943 to let her know you are coming.


The October meeting will be at the home of Gay Olsen, 10821 Hinshaw Drive, Midlothian, on the 20th of October.  The book for discussion is The Eustace Diamonds, by Anthony Trollope, a part of his Palliser series.  Cheryl Kapec will lead the discussion.  

Gourmet Group


Gourmet will hold its first meeting of the new year on September 10th at the lake home of Carol and Ed Mazur.  Theme for this dinner is a Brazilian style barbecue, known as a Churrasco.  The September meeting is also the planning session for the year, and the list of dates and hosts will be posted on the GRAAUW website during the week following the meeting.  

Wine Tasting Fundraiser


The annual wine tasting fundraiser and kicking-off the holidays party will be held Friday evening, November 11 from 6 to 8 PM, at St. Matthias Church.   Sign ups for food and general assistance will be distributed at the September 20th meeting.  Be sure to let your friends who have attended in the past to know the date.  And be thinking of what wonderful finger food or dessert item you can bring to help keep the festivities successful!




     

     Carol Mazur & Marcia Phillips
GRAAUW BRANCH CALENDAR

September 10
Gourmet Group, planning and Churrasco, home of Ed and Carol Mazur, 241 Meriwether Drive, Clarksville

September 15
Book Group, discussion of The Help, home of Catherine Luckey,


2 Hill Point Court, Richmond 23238, 7:30 pm

September 20
Branch Meeting, Lifelong Learning Institute, at St. Matthias Church, 10300 Huguenot Road, Midlothian 23113, 7:30 pm

October 11
GRAAUW Board meeting, home of Kathy Kelley, 3925 Sherbrook Road, Richmond 23235, 7:00 pm

October 18

Branch Meeting, Local Farming, Local Markets, at St. Matthias Church, 10300 Huguenot Road, Midlothian 23113, 7:30 pm

October 20
Book Group, The Eustace Diamonds, home of Gay Olsen, 10821 Hinshaw Drive, Midlothian 23113, 7:30 pm

October 29
District 2 Meeting, TBA

November 11
Wine Tasting, St Matthias Church, 10300 Huguenot Road, Midlothian 23113, 6-8 pm

November 15
GRAAUW Board meeting, home of Gay Olsen, 10821 Hinshaw Drive, Midlothian 23113, 7:00 pm

AAUW DIVERSITY STATEMENT:

In principle and practice AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or class.

For membership information:  Contact Nancy Berger at noberger@aol.com or call her at 744-2682.

